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ierior came up to me and said if I would follow him to a
neighbouring cloister, he would tell me something which
would interest me greatly. As soon as we were safe from
listeners he informed me that the Alcalde Messa intended
to visit me that very night, with his police, cof which/ he
said, £I am one. He knows that you have arms in your room,
and that you have hidden them under a mat behind the
chimney; he also knows other things about you, by virtue
of which he considers himself authorised to arrest you, and
conduct you to the prison where malefactors destined to the
galleys are destined. I warn you, because I believe you to
be an honourable man; do not despise my warning, put
yourself at once in some place of safety/
I gave the man a doubloon, and going at once to my
hotel, J took my weapons under my coat, and repaired to
Mengs's rooms; there I knew I should be in safety, as
they were in the king's palace. The painter, who was an
honest man, but ambitious, proud, and suspicious to a de-
gree, did not refuse me an asylum for the night, but gave
me to understand that I must find another one next day.
The Alcalde, he said, must have other and stronger motives
for arresting me than the mere possession of prohibited
arms. While we were discussing thus, my landlord arrived
to tell me that the Alcalde and thirty of his men were in
my apartment, having broken open the door; they had
searched everywhere, but finding nothing, they were now
sealing up the trunks they had forced. My page had been
taken off to prison, accused of having warned me.
cMy page must be a dirty scoundrel,' said I, cfor if the
Alcalde accuses him of having warned me, it is a proof that
the Alcalde knew that my page knew of his intentions.
From this, I deduce that the page is himself the traitor who
betrayed me/
Early the following morning, the great Mengs sent body
linen, and everything else necessary for my toilette, to my
room. His servant brought me chocolate, and his cook carne
co ask if I had permission to eat meat. By such means a

